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Tle pointed to Lao, whose features and 
form were indistinguishabie. 

* This lady desires to see you, colonel,” 
he said | 
“Alone,” she murmured, bhuskily 
* Your ear alone must receive what I 

have © communicate.”’ 

She was standing now, and the eyes of 
Colonel De Rougemont ran over the out- 
lines of her form. He waved bis hand 
to bis valet 
“ Go below, Starbuck, and stay there 
il I reg.” 

The man disappeared, closing the door 

| behind bim 
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Lao threw up her veil, and a loud ex- 
clamation escaped bis lips. 

“| have sot a moment to spare. I 
want your aid,” she exclaimed, ex- 
citedly 

“Command me, dear Mra. Harcourt." 

* Lepoke once to you of Tempsemore— 
you remember?” 

He nodded 

*My—Har — my husband, Marovurt, is 
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Him? Yea,” she 
“I think it very 
“1 never sew Aim,” be remarked, em- 


“He did. A most exact likeness it 
is," she returned, quietly, but with o 
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head gravely. 
“1 wear it still,” she replied, 
Two red round spots 
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invited to meet him at a dinner party to- 
day.” 
* Yes; Lam aware of that 
They must not meet 
“ Why not?” 
If they do, you must never see me) 
more 
Mrs. Harcourt!" 


concern last winter, by which CHAPTER XIX 

saved t some the of dollars. The next — Lao did not face Har 

it is all ours, secured in your name. | comrt, but pleading headache and general 
| indisposition, kept her chamber, and } 

employed herself in constructing an ad 

vertisement to be inserted in (he secund 

cobuma of the Times. 

“She fears me," he said, to himeelf, 
“I will go down to Tat “1 say that you must prevent that 
tenham to-morrow, and after aave | meeting at any and every cost, or sever 
and prepared sen that my dart irl bas been piaced | see me more.” | 
and her gift was the in « first rate catadl ment—for has He looked astounded, paced the room 

which Paany ap-|® vast deal more to unlearn than Ww | in deep thought, but abruptly pausing, 
as mistress of the house. | learn—I'll invent a story to enable me | he mused, and thea fixed his eyes upon 
ap to London with me, | her with « direct gavesand said, in a! 
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im to Lao. What a tone 
And if I do this, my reward will 
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“Do it! Name your reward! When 
you bave done it it is yours." 

“ Enough,” be said, and drew out his 
| wate). “Egad, there will not be too 
j much time; but consider it done, my 
| charm——" 

“ Stand back,” she cried, in « peremp- 
| tery tone; “sot a word, » look, « 

}now, Do this I ask of you, and consult 
the second colum of the Timer With this | * 
~ to aid you.” 

he tossed him a sealed envelope, and 
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stairs and the outer door close, and then, 
fold his arms, a smile, like that 
which is usually appropriated by 
topheles in works of art crossed his fea- 
tarea, aad he observed 

“I keow where to piteh on Temple- 
mors, and how to dispose of him for to 
night at least. So little woman is 
mine almost without « struggle. How 
deauced odd!" 
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*T thought she looked more like 

drowning giri——"' 

“Than a poisoned lover,”’ be rasped 

with a scowl. 

he waved his band impatiently, 
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CHAPTER XX. 
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“1 did not visit you to have scorpion 
tumgued with you, Lao, but to 
tell you that ; abal! not dine with you 
poy ” 


“Thoughtful still,” she sneered; then 


, 1 have growa 
our of late— you 
see I survive them." 
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took up ber abode in a fashionable quar- 
|terof the West Eod, where furnished 
| houses are always to be had at a few 
| hours’ notios, and ont herself, with Regi- 
nald’s aid, to track out the place to which 
| Harcourt had taken (iftic 
| ‘To this end she walked and rode in the 
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| thought tt strangely beautiful, then be- 
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